
Dear Parents/Carers 

 

As we approach the end of the spring term we hope you will see some of 

the wonderful learning that has taken place in our half term newsletter 

and join us in congratulating our children for their positive attitude and 

hard work. Below we are pleased to give you some information on the 

areas we will be covering in Catkins class in the first summer half term 

(albeit a very short 5 weeks until the half term break). 

Please also see the attached parent information letter which describes 

the areas we will cover in the spring term. 

 

Summer term 1 - ‘Growing and minibeasts’ 

                               
 

This is the perfect project for Spring and Summer, with lots of scope for 

play and investigation in outside spaces. Looking at minibeasts provides 

opportunities to learn about how we care for other creatures and for our 

environment, as well as plenty of counting and sequencing activities. We 

will explore plants and flowers, from learning about different sections 

of a plant to growing ourselves! 

 

 

  
Phonics:-Children will have their daily Read, Write Inc phonic sessions. 

Please continue to practise sounds and ditty’s as often as possible.  

 

Reading: 

 - 

 

Your child will also bring home library books and further ‘sharing’ 

books to read together. 
 



Helping your child to read: 

Please share stories with your child and listen to them read as much as 

possible, a few minutes as part of your daily routine makes a big 

difference to confidence and independence. Please also write comments in 

their reading record. Rhyming stories are also a brilliant way to encourage  

reading and fluency e.g.; The slug sat on a jug, the fat cat sat on the 

mat… can you make up some of your own rhyming sentences? 

 
Maths 

Numbers - Counting to 50 and beyond. Counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. 

Ordering numerals 1-20, doubling and halving. Using quantities and 

objects, we will add and subtract, counting on or back to find the answer.  

Problem Solving in maths allows children to use their maths skills in lots 

of contexts and in situations that are new to them. It allows them to seek 

solutions, spot patterns and think about the best way to do things, this 

might include:  spotting, following and creating patterns, estimating 

amounts of objects, predicting how many times they can do something in a 

minute, sharing objects between different groups – particularly when the 

amount of groups change and the amount of objects stays the same, 

finding different ways to partition numbers e.g. 8 could be 7+1, 6+2, 5+3 

etc. 

 

How can you help: 

Ask questions such as “How many more?”, “How many altogether?”, “How 

many would I have if…” e.g.; Are their ‘more’ or ‘fewer’ apples than 

oranges in the bowl?... Practise counting by rote in 2s, 5s and 10s. 

Spot numbers in the environment – on phones, microwaves, clocks, 

registration plates, odd and even numbers on a walk… 

    
PE  

PE: Wednesday is our main PE day with activities led by our PE coaches during the 

afternoon. There will also be PE session on a Monday afternoon.  

PE kits: Please make sure that the children bring their warm PE kit to school and 

keep it at school on their peg in a drawstring type PE bag or carrier bag.  

Outdoor classroom activities: We are hoping to make use of the field and outdoor 

play areas again this term so please can each child bring a pair of wellies, which 

they can leave at school permanently.       

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.valentineisd.com/modules/articles/dataimages/IMG_BF565D-F0758F-1F6440-C28320-066B34-0D2515.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.valentineisd.com/article/PE-Kids-Run-Outside-.html&docid=WlowfiocQPUBzM&tbnid=Q0vwM-LQZe41RM:&vet=1&w=500&h=360&bih=886&biw=1829&q=photo%20of%20kids%20pe&ved=0ahUKEwj90rm8oKPRAhULJ8AKHbQABs0QMwg5KBYwFg&iact=mrc&uact=8


Assemblies: Please continue to look out for information about our Friday 

Celebration Assembly. 

 

Show & Tell Assemblies will carry on each week, where two of the children from 

Catkin’s class will be able to share an item each from home with the class.  This 

should be a small item, to fit in their book bag or even a photograph sent by 

email at HP school office, so we are able to share it on the large screen in the 

classroom.  Ideally the children should be able to talk about their item or 

photograph for a few moments and answer any questions their peers will want to 

ask.  Please ensure items brought into school are not too precious or fragile, as 

we would like to return them home in one piece! We have made a list of dates 

(Wednesdays). Please take note when it is your child’s turn and encourage them 

to bring something in to share with us in class, thank you. 

 

Snacks: Fruit snacks are provided at morning break time for Catkins class. 

There is a variety of fruit but you are welcome to provide your own if your child 

prefers a different kind of fruit. Please - no unhealthy snacks such as biscuits, 

crisps, cake etc. 

 

Finally, don’t forget to bring a fresh water bottle and book bag every day, and 

outer clothing appropriate to the weather.  

We look forward to seeing you on Monday 25th April. Have a lovely Easter. 

 

If you have any questions or need to speak to us for any reason please 

feel free to come and see us. 

 

Mrs Thorne 


