
 

As we approach the end of the spring term we hope you will see some of the wonderful learning that has taken place 

in our half term newsletter and join us in congratulating our children for their positive attitude and hard work. Below 

we are pleased to give you some information on the areas we will be covering in Catkins class in the first summer 

half term (albeit a very short 5 weeks until the half term break). 

If you would like to talk about anything informally please do catch Mrs Thorne at the end of the day Monday to 

Thursday, or phone / email the office and we will get back to you as soon as we can. 

The Curriculum:  

English Phonics: Read Write Inc programme. Learning the alphabet (not just the 

sounds). Learning to spell the ‘red’ words in our books for weekly spelling 

tests. 

Poetry: We’re going on a bear hunt – Michael Rosen (narrative poetry, 
onomatopoeia) 
Story (writing focus): Dinosaurs and all that Rubbish – Michael Foreman 
Outcomes: Letters, Instructions, Narrative (retelling), Poster 
Main outcome: Pamphlet 
Read Aloud stories:  
Fiction: The Storm Whale – Benji Davies, Six Dinner Sid – Inga Moore 
Non-Fiction: The Big Book of Blooms – Yuval Zommer 

Mathematics Y1: Numbers 0 to 20 place value addition and subtraction. Sense of 
measure- Mass, capacity and volume  
Y2: Fractions Position and direction. Addition of two and three digit 
numbers. Sense of measure- Mass, capacity and volume. 

RE and Christian Values Christian stories about unconditional love (agape): The good Samaritan, 

Zacchaeus. 

The Lords Prayer. 

Our Christian value is trust (faithfulness). 

Art & Design Plasticine Print making. 
Making Magic Spells. 

Science Plants and Seasonal Changes. 

Computing E-safety Activebytes. 

Humanities 

(Geography/History) 

Wonderful Weather and Our Country  

Music Music express: Travel (Performance) 

PSHME Being my best 

PE Wednesday is our main PE day with activities led by our PE coaches during 
the afternoon. There will also be PE session on a Monday afternoon. 

Catkins Class 



 

You could help your child at home by helping them to learn to tell the time and looking at all kinds of clocks 

and watches or noticing the digital time on phones and tablets. You can even get your phone or tablet to 

display a clock face for the time. 

Assemblies: Please continue to look out for information about our Friday Praise Assembly. 

Show & Tell Assemblies, will carry on each week, where two of the children from Catkin’s class will be able 

to share an item each from home with the class.  This should be a small item or photograph, to fit in their 

book bag. Ideally the children should be able to talk about their item or photograph for a few moments 

and answer any questions their friends will want to ask.  Please ensure items brought into school are not 

too precious or fragile, as we would like to return them home in one piece! We have made a list of dates 

(Wednesdays), until June 2022. Please take note when it is your child’s turn and encourage them to bring 

something in to share with us in class, thank you. 

 

PE kits: Please make sure that the children bring their PE kit to school and keep it at school on their peg in 

a drawstring type PE bag or carrier bag.  

Outdoor classroom activities: We are hoping to make use of the field and outdoor play areas again this 

term so please can each child bring a pair of wellies, which they can leave at school permanently.  

Book Bags: Thank you to all those parents who help us by providing a book bag for your child. It really does 

make a big difference to how we help your child learn to read. The children’s RWI reading books are 

changed once each week by their reading group teacher. We also give the children opportunities to change 

their book corner library book every day when they arrive. A reminder that this is a book to share with your 

child, especially if they have chosen a book they may not be able to read themselves. Children who are 

read to regularly at home are much more likely to gain a love of books and become fluent readers 

themselves. The book bag is also where we put your child’s regular home learning activities, and where we 

check to see if they have returned any work on the day it is due. We encourage children NOT to put their 

water bottles into their book bag in case of leaks and spills which can spoil the books and home learning.  

PLEASE NAME ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING AND WATER BOTTLES. 

Snacks: Fruit snacks are provided at morning break time for Catkins class. There is a variety of fruit but you 

are welcome to provide your own if your child prefers a different kind of fruit. Please - no unhealthy snacks 

such as biscuits, crisps, cake etc. 

Finally, don’t forget to bring a water bottle every day and wear outer clothing appropriate to the weather. 

Hopefully we will be asking for sunhats and sun cream applied before school soon, but until then a 

lightweight coat is useful every day in case of showery playtimes.  

We look forward to seeing you on Monday 25th April.  

 

Jude Thorne. 


