
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                       12th February 2021 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

I wanted to write to you to say thank you - you are all amazing! 

At the beginning of the Spring term, we welcomed the children back and were expecting to teach face to face. However, from 

the 5th January we could only allow critical worker children and those that are vulnerable on our school site. Across Merriott and 

Haselbury, we saw a significant increase of families requiring places, which was echoed nationally.  

It has been a whole team effort to create a blended approach to support the learning in and out of school. I am thankful to the 

commitment and professionalism demonstrated from all of our staff.  

Remote Education 

We made the decision to switch to Microsoft Teams as our way to facilitate remote education. The main reason for this was that 

we saw this as a platform that could be used to support learning in school and at home to achieve a blended approach. We 

accessed government funding to help set it up which included one staff training session before Christmas.  

As you can imagine there has been a lot of learning on the job. Your feedback from our questionnaires continues to be very 

helpful, so we can evolve and support you and your children further. 

Staff have ensured that the learning provided is based on what the children need to know as part of their curriculum. They have 

planned this carefully so that it will build on skills and is progressive. They also provided opportunities to revise some learning 

taught in the previous term along with a variety of engaging and enriching activities. 

Devices 

We were allocated eight devices from the Department of Education across the Federation. However, we have been able to loan 

out many more devices. This is due monetary donations from Haselbury charities and individuals within the Merriott 

community. We also received several refurbished devices from Merriott Social Club and from Dailyz in Crewkerne. This 

community support has had a significant impact in enabling children to access the educational opportunities.  

After Half Term 

We currently do not know when all of our children will be able to return to school although we have been lead to believe that 

this could happen from Monday 8th March at the earliest. We are looking forward to returning to face-to-face learning and 

having everyone together again. As soon as we have more information, we will update you. In the meantime, we will continue 

our provision on Microsoft Teams after half term to support your child’s home learning. 

During half term, I hope you are able to enjoy time together as a family. You have worked hard to support your child’s learning 

while juggling all the other responsibilities you are facing.  

Remote Education can be a challenging time for many and we do understand the complexities different families are facing. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you need further support for your child moving forwards. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Kind Regards, 

 

Miss A Higginbotham 
Executive Headteacher 


