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            29th January, 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Remote Education 
Thank you to those of you who provided feedback in last week’s Remote Education survey. It was 
overwhelmingly positive. Many of you wrote encouraging comments that were very much appreciated by the 
teachers.  
 
There were also some helpful suggestions put forward in the survey that we are adopting: 
 

 Project work will be made available for our older children. This is optional. The class assignments that the 

teachers set each day must be completed first, as this is based on the sequenced planning and the curriculum 

the children need to cover. However, the project work will hopefully engage pupils as an extension or additional 

activity to our core learning offer. 

 Opportunities for pupils to talk and interact more in online sessions. Class teachers will be including fun         

activities and questions that the pupils would like to ask each other in some of their catch up sessions. We are 

exploring ‘break out’ sessions for larger classes to collaborate in smaller groups and are working with our      

technical support to ensure the permissions and e-safety aspects are covered before putting this in place. 

 Live Catch up timings The vast majority of parents said they like the current timings, however some did ask for 

an afternoon session. So, to ensure we can include as many pupil’s access to at least one live class session, 

teachers will host one afternoon session a week. 

 1-1 time with the class teacher every fortnight for children who are based at home full time only. The class 

teachers will arrange a 1-1 catch up session, to support motivation, well-being and address any queries. The  

current support will continue as is, however we are now adding in a fortnightly individual ‘face to face’ session 

for those children based at home. 

Assembly 
Assembly is back to its usual time next week and you should find the time slot in the Teams calendar. The link 
is also on the assembly Teams page. 
 
Merriott Assembly is at 10am 
Haselbury Assembly is at 10.30am 

http://www.haselburyplucknettschool.co.uk/


 

 

 
Children’s Mental Health Week 
Next week is Children’s Mental Health week and hopefully you have received a letter from our Emotional 
Literacy Support Assistants (ELSAs), explaining more about this. They are the wonderful Mrs Wade 
(Haselbury), and fantastic Mrs Evans (Merriott). The class teachers will also be including some activities that 
will support this. It is so important we encourage our children to look after their mental health just as we 
would encourage them to look after their physical health. These suggested activities will hopefully support 
your child’s well-being at the moment too. 
 
Adult Mental Health 
As adults it is easy to put our own needs to one side as we support everyone else. However, it is important to 
look after our own mental health and reduce our stress levels where possible, in order for us to be that 
support for our loved ones. Sometimes this can be achieved by being kind to yourselves, not putting so much 
pressure on your shoulders to do everything or finding a moment to do something that you enjoy, something 
that helps you relax or keeps you fit.  It is easy to feel there is no time – but even just 5 minutes a day to 
breathe deeply can make a difference. 
 
If you are working from home, time away from the screen is as important for you as it is for children. An 
outdoor activity such as a family walk is a good way to achieve this. 
 
Sometimes we need a bit of extra help with our mental health. If you are finding things a challenge you may 
find these links helpful. 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/ 
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/guides-to-support-and-services/seeking-help-for-a-mental-
health-problem/where-to-start/ 
 
If you feel you are in a crisis, please ring emergency services 999 
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/guides-to-support-and-services/crisis-services/getting-help-in-
a-crisis/ 
 
Remember we are only an email or a call away.  Please do get in touch if we can support you further. We are 
here to help. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
 

 
Miss A Higginbotham 
Executive Headteacher 
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