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Welcome
Welcome to Haselbury Plucknett First School
Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome to Haselbury Plucknett Church of England First School. We are very proud of our
small village school, which has served the local community since being founded in 1858. We have
approachable, professional and committed staff; a dedicated and effective Governing Body;
supportive and caring parents and, most importantly, enthusiastic children!
Our motto ‘Learning and Growing Together’ captures what we are all striving for at Haselbury
School. The school’s aim is to provide all of its pupils with a broad education that is tailored to
meet each individual’s needs. We provide a caring, happy and positive atmosphere in which the
children are encouraged to reach their full potential. We are committed to providing an
outstanding quality of service for all, regardless of gender, disability and race. Our latest
Accessibility Plan approved in March 2017 on our school website further shows our commitment.
Haselbury Plucknett First School is also committed to providing care and extended services
beyond the core school day to enrich your child’s learning. This includes an Early Risers’ club,
which runs from 8:00am, and a variety of after school activities running each day until 4.15 pm.
It is a privilege for us at Haselbury School to be given the opportunity of starting your child on
their learning journey. This will be the beginning of a friendly and mutually supportive
relationship which will benefit your child. As a school community we look forward to warmly
welcoming you into our family.
Much care has gone into compiling this prospectus so that you have accurate information,
however the school website has all newsletters and other up to date information produced
throughout the year.
We are very proud of our school and prospective parents are welcome to arrange a visit to the
school to meet the staff and pupils.
Kind Regards,

Miss A Higginbotham
Executive Headteacher
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About our School
Our Vision
We aim to be an exceptional school that provides the highest possible standard
of education for all our children within the context of Christian belief and
practice.
Our Ethos
 We believe that every child should be encouraged to reach their full
potential both academically and socially.
 We recognise the importance of working in close partnership with parents
and the community. Through developing a sense of caring, tolerance and
responsibility to others, we hope to ensure that our children are both
happy and successful members of our community.
 We aim to preserve and develop the religious character of our school in
accordance with the principles of the Church of England. We encourage an
understanding of the meaning and significance of faith and we promote
strong Christian values.
Our Motto: ‘Learning and Growing Together’
We believe that ‘Learning and Growing Together’ captures what we are striving
for at Haselbury Plucknett First School. It is a focus for the following aims and
demonstrates our commitment to equality of access to a broad, balanced
curriculum for all, underpinned by a solid foundation of Christian values teaching.
Learning
 To inspire each child with an exciting and enriching curriculum, enabling
them to reach their full potential.
 To encourage and develop a real love of learning in each child and so
prepare them for the world beyond the classroom.
 To encourage an understanding of the meaning and significance of faith in
our everyday lives.
Growing
 To meet the individual needs of each child, enabling them to develop their
own interests and talents.
 To nurture pupil well-being by promoting a positive sense of moral
responsibility through our Christian values programme, thus empowering
our children to become confident, happy and healthy citizens.
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Together
 To create a strong sense of community, trust and friendship within a
caring, Christian environment, where everyone is values and respected.
 To encourage the children to embrace and celebrate each other’s
individuality!
Our School Charter
These statements have been developed by the children themselves. They set
out the expected ‘code of conduct’ to be found at Haselbury Plucknett First
School.

Our Christian Values
These values underpin all that we strive for at Haselbury Plucknett.
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Merriott and Haselbury Federation
The Governors of Merriott First School and Haselbury Plucknett First School voted to
Federate during the Summer 2017 and a new joint governing board across both schools
was formed. The federation between the two schools is led by Anne Higginbotham,
Executive Headteacher and she is supported by two senior leaders based across both
schools. Whilst maintaining the ethos and distinctiveness of each school, the
federation allows the efficient sharing of expertise and systems to improve outcomes
for all pupils across both schools. These include:


Giving our children greater opportunities to learn together with other first
school pupils from a neighbouring village.



Teachers being able to collaborate closely to share good practice and expertise
with the purpose of improving teaching further in both schools.



Sharing of staff development and training opportunities in order that the
schools continue to improve in the key areas such as Mathematics and English
teaching.



Sharing resources so that budgets can go further and can be focused on pupil
learning.


Our close working relationships with other local schools in
Crewkerne and Ilminster, known as the CISP group, continues
to flourish and further enhance the education experience we
can offer. These include teachers across all these schools
working close together to improve outcomes for all our
children and improve transition between the different parts of
our local education structure as well as a comprehensive range
of activities for children to be involved, in such as sporting
festivals, curriculum days and residential trips.

Staff Team
Our Federation staff team is led by an Executive Headteacher, Anne Higginbotham
and Deputy Headteacher, Lois Bowery. Our SENCO is Maria McLelland.
All our teaching staff are qualified and ably supported by a well-trained team of
Teaching Assistants and Higher Level Teaching Assistants.
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The School Environment
Facilities

Organisation & Classes

The school classrooms are large, light
and spacious, with displays that are
continuously updated to reflect current
topics. Classrooms were recently
decorated and re-organised to make
best use of the learning environment.

Haselbury Plucknett First School is part
of a three-tier school system: First,
Middle and Secondary. Children spend 5
years here:

The school also benefits from excellent
outside spaces, with a playground,
playing fields and a separate building
which houses our pre-school unit. This
building also enables us to deliver a full
PE programme all year, assemblies and
hot school meals.

Age

Stage

4-5

Reception

5-6

Y1

6-7

Y2

7-8

Y3

8-9

Y4

Foundation Stage
Key Stage 1
Key Stage 2

The school is organised around 2 mixed
aged classes. Each class being taught by
a teacher with support from teaching
assistants. Year groups are taught in
different arrangements depending on
subjects. Lots of educational and fun
activities are organised into smaller
groups too; boosting social development
and tailoring the educational experience
to each child.

Class Structure 2020/21
The classes are named as follows:
Catkins
Reception/Y1/Y2
Hazel Y3/Y4

Haselbury House System
We have 3 Houses in the school of which
all the children are enrolled in – St
Michael’s (blue), St Martin’s (red) and St
Mary’s (yellow). Each House has a House
Captain and a Vice Captain who are
elected by the children at the start of
each year.
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What We Teach
Our staff are highly qualified and offer a high standard of education with
personalised learning for all.

The Curriculum
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In Reception, children follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum; the
principles of which are ‘A Unique Child’, ‘Positive Relationships’, ‘Enabling
Environments’ and ‘Learning and Development’.



Years 1 to 4 follow the National Curriculum 2014; this being nationally agreed
programmes of study in English, Mathematics, Science, Computing, Design and
Technology, History, Geography, Art and Design, Physical Education, Music,
Personal, Social, Health Education and Citizenship, Modern Foreign Languages
and R.E. (Please see our long-term plans on the website).



English and Maths teaching in the morning is taught in year groups.



We use a topic approach to help teach many of subjects so that children can see
links between subjects. This also helps make learning fun!



In addition, we provide a range on enrichment activities including regular Forest
School activities, a wide range of sporting clubs and coaching sessions, music
tuition and an annual residential trip for our Year 4 pupils.
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Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs
We are totally committed to respecting the rights of each individual child, helping
them to achieve their full potential; this includes providing additional personalised
support to those that need it. Our Federation SENCO is Mrs McLelland and she can
be contacted via the school office.
We carefully plan for each child as they begin their school life, tracking and
personalising their learning, whilst providing the right support for any additional needs
they may have. For children with Special Educational Needs we encourage parental
involvement with both the planning and monitoring of progress.

Religious Education and Collective Worship.
Haselbury Plucknett First School is a Voluntary Controlled Church of England school that is, the school is funded by the Local Authority but two Governors are appointed
by the local Church, so maintaining the link with the earlier foundation. Collective
worship takes place daily and is delivered by the Headteacher, teachers, children, the
local church team as well as visiting speakers. Worship is usually organised for the
whole-school but there are also class acts of worship. The school visits St Michael’s
Church in Haselbury at least termly for a worship or for a service to commemorate
special events in the religious calendar which parents are invited to (e.g. Harvest,
Easter). On Friday, we have a weekly praise assembly which parents are invited to
share in all the achievements the children have made. The assemblies provide many
opportunities for children to participate and are focused around our Christian values.
Religious Education is taught using the Somerset Agreed Syllabus and we use the AMV
units as provided by Diocese of Bath and Wells.
All parents have the right to withdraw their child from Collective Worship or from
Religious Education. Any parent wishing to do so should contact the Head teacher.
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Forest School
Haselbury Plucknett First
School actively promotes
outdoor learning and uses the
grounds extensively.
Forest School forms part of
the learning experience,
providing an exciting and
different way to teach
interpersonal skills as well as
many areas of the National
Curriculum.

Assessment
We undertake all statutory assessment which includes Early Years assessment, Year 1
Phonics assessment and Year 2 assessments. Haselbury First School reports individual
child’s attainment to parents and publishes a summary. We are very proud of our
children’s achievements. Most importantly, teachers continually assess children’s
progress on a daily basis and the results are used to inform planning for future
learning. We also involve the children in assessing their own learning to help them have
a good understanding of how they can improve their work. Regular parent meetings
allow you to understand how your child is progressing and what support will benefit
them further.
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Pupil Conduct
If a child is to achieve their full potential in school they need to be attentive and
display positive learning attitudes. At Haselbury we expect a high standard of selfdiscipline and a good standard of conduct during the school day including times when
pupils are on educational visits or representing the school. Our expectations are set
out in our Behaviour Policy.
We set an example by being caring, considerate and consistent in our dealings with
everyone in school. Although we use sanctions when necessary, our ethos is built on a
culture of positive reinforcement. This is embodied in our school golden rules which
are agreed at the beginning of each year and displayed in each classroom. If children
keep our Golden Rules they earn ‘Golden Time’ as a reward.

Prevention of Bullying
At Haselbury we work towards a school free from bullying by creating a caring,
friendly and happy school environment in which bullying is out of place, respect for
others is fostered and where children are encouraged to behave responsibly.
Any report of bullying will be dealt with promptly and we have regular events to
promote the importance of having an anti-bullying approach including regular
assemblies and class discussions.
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Every Individual has Rights and Responsibilities
Our ethos is supported by a set of children’s rights and responsibilities:

Children have the right to....

Children have the responsibility to...

Learn

Try our best and allow others to learn

Be heard

Listen to

Be Safe

and happy

and

respect others opinions

Look after ourselves and others

Make mistakes

Learn from our mistakes

Be treated fairly

Treat others fairly
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Safeguarding
At Haselbury Plucknett School we take our safeguarding responsibilities very
seriously. A duty is placed on the school and governing body to protect and promote
the welfare of children. We are strongly committed to promoting the safety and
wellbeing of the children within our community by following the guidelines offered by
Department for Education (DFE) and the Somerset Safeguarding Board. We are also
committed to working in partnership with other agencies such as Social Care and
Health, the local Health Authority, Parent and Family Support and the Police to keep
children in our care safe. All school staff receive regular comprehensive safeguarding
training.
Posters around school give clear information who to contact. If there is any cause for
concern over the wellbeing of a child within our school community.
We take the security of the children, staff and the building seriously. All gates are
locked during school time and access is via front gate which the school staff control
entry by a buzzer system. The school is protected by an intruder alarm and CCTV
protects entry points to the school. All staff and volunteers, including parents who
help in and around the school, whether on a regular or occasional basis, are DBS
checked.

When visiting the school you are kindly asked to report to the
reception, sign in and read carefully our safeguarding information.
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Uniform & Other Parental Information
Arrival

Lunch

Children can be dropped off into the
main cloakroom in the morning from
8.45am. We ask parents to supervise
pupils on the main playground before
this time and to arrive no earlier than
8.40am.

Our children are all offered a hot meal,
meat or vegetarian from our supplier,
Wadham School. The meals are
delivered just before lunchtime so they
are piping hot when they are served.
All the children in Years 1, 2 and
Reception are currently entitled to a
free meal under the Universal Infant
Free School Meals (UIFSM) initiative.
Children in Year 3 and 4 can order meals
at £2.50 each or bring in a packed lunch
from home.

Please arrive promptly and no later than
8.55am as this is when the register is
taken.

Collection
Collect your children when handed over
by their teachers at 3:15pm.

Morning Break
Fruit is available at mid-morning break,
provided free for all children in
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2.
Please supply your own fruit snack for
Key Stage 2 (Year 3 & Year 4).

Drinks
Children are asked to bring their own
water bottle to school each day. The
school playground has a drinking
fountain so children have access to
water at playtimes. Drinking water is
also available within the school building.
Milk is available through ‘Coolmilk’,
ordered directly by parents. See
www.coolmilk.com or enclosed leaflet for
further information.
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Menus are updated throughout the year
on School Gateway, where orders and
payment can be made.
We ask that neither fizzy drinks nor
sweets are put in lunchboxes in keeping
with our HEALTHY SCHOOLS PLUS
status. Please note we are a nut-free
school, so please don’t send nuts or
items containing nuts into school.

Haselbury Plucknett First School - Prospectus

Uniform

Other Clothing

Haselbury First School uniform is:

The Haselbury First School PE kit:






Bottle Green sweatshirt/cardigan
with school logo
Grey trousers, shorts or skirt
Summer green/white dress
White/bottle green polo shirt

With footwear...
 Black/brown shoes (with flat heels)
 Supportive sandals
 Boots can be worn to school in
adverse weather, but please
change into school shoes on
arrival.

Jewellery:
No jewellery should be worn to school.
Children with pierced ears may wear
studs, but fashion earrings should not
be worn.
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White or green coloured t-shirt.
Black or grey PE shorts
Trainers/daps (Plimsolls)
Children may wish to wear school
sweatshirts and black tracksuit
bottoms during winter.

It is essential children have a full range
of clothing for PE and that their PE kit
is stored in an appropriate PE bag that
is kept in school at all times.
Non-Uniform for messy activities:
We advise having a set of old clothes
for each child that is kept in the
classroom, to be used for any messy
activities and Forest School. Please
bring some wellies for Forest School.
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Swimming

Where to buy Uniform

We provide swimming lessons as part
of the PE programme at Crewkerne
Aqua Centre. The school visit the
pool for 6 sessions a year. We ask for
a voluntary contribution towards the
transport costs. Swimsuits/trunks
only please, not bikinis/tankinis or
shorts.

Sweatshirts or cardigans, sports Tshirts, baseball caps and school bags,
all printed with the school logo, can be
purchased through:
 Tesco
 Jazziez, www.jazziez.co.uk
 Schoolwear and More, Yeovil

Lost Property
There is a lost property box in the
main entrance area. The school
cannot be held responsible for any
lost property.
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My School Gateway app
My School Gateway is an app available on Android, iOS and the web. It is used at
Haselbury School as a key communication tool via a two-way messaging service to and
from parents. Parents can also access it for other services the school provides. For
example, you can book and pay for your child to attend Early Risers Club, Monday –
Friday, up until noon the day before required.
Parents can also use School Gateway to pay for school dinners and trips which means
you don’t have to queue up at the school office or send your children in with cash
envelopes. You can track your payment history and receive either digital or printed
receipts from your school.
Please find guidance on how to get set up and running with the App. If you are unable
to access the App, School Gateway can also be accessed via the internet.
https://schoolgateway.co.uk/get-started/

Times & Dates
Times of School Sessions
Session
1
2
Break
3
Lunch
4 and 5
6


8.00 am – 8.45 am
8.55* am – 10.30 am
10.30 am – 10.45 am
10.45 am – 12pm
12pm – 1 pm
1.15 pm - 3.15 pm
3.15 pm – 4.15 pm

Early Risers’ Club
Lessons / Activities
Lessons/Activities

Core School
Day

Lessons
Extra-Curricular
Activities

Children can be dropped off from 8.45am.

A charge is made for Early Risers’ Club and for some After-School activities to cover
costs. After-School activities provided change each term. Currently, these are mainly
sporting activities which are funded by the Sports Grant. Letters are sent out to
18
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children to give details of extra-curricular activities near the end of each term with
a booking form included and any charges that apply are also detailed.

Term Dates and Key Dates for your Diary
Term dates, for the academic year (including inset days) are available via the
website’s “key information” page and on the back page.

Home-School Links
The Home School Agreement


This is a simple contract, agreed by school, parents and the child, to ensure
the wellbeing of our children. Please read, sign and return to school.



It is very important that you keep the school informed of any changes that
may affect your child. Please let us know promptly about any medical, physical
or emotional difficulties of which you are aware.



Occasionally discussions with other professionals may occur. This could include
Health Visitors and Social Services. You will be informed of any such action.



School website is an essential way to remain up to date with school information
and includes the newsletters which are a central information source.



Much of our letters are now communicated to you by SchoolComms. It is
important that we have the email address that you use and look at.

Homework
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We feel that children’s time out of school should be time in which they are
able to pursue their own interests.



However, we do hope parents will enjoy sharing books at home with their
children throughout their time at school. From the Reception Class onwards
children will bring home books to enjoy with their parents. Sometimes they
will be books to read together and sometimes they will be books which your
child will want to read to you. We encourage parental comments in the
home/school reading record.



Children receive weekly home learning activities to consolidate their school
learning.



Family learning is encouraged through engagement with topics.

Haselbury Plucknett First School - Prospectus

Monitoring your Child’s Progress
The communication of information, attainment, special achievements and any concerns
is a continuous process between Teachers and Parents. If you would like to speak to
your child’s teacher you can arrange to speak them directly or via the school office.
We very much want to work with you. In addition, you will have the opportunity to
meet with your class teacher at Parent’s Evening in the autumn and spring term. In
the summer term we also send you your child’s annual report which gives you details of
your child’s current attainment and progress.
There are other opportunities for you to be involved in your child’s learning such as
open classroom events, ‘learn with your child’ sessions and weekly praise assemblies
which you are warmly welcomed to.

Helping in School
We value any help that you can give at school, whether working with children in the
classroom or helping ‘behind the scenes’. Any help given not only benefits the school
in general; but also your own child. It shows them that you value the school, are part
of the school community and are interested in what is happening.
We are always looking out for further help either regularly or on an occasional basis.
Please contact your child’s teacher or school office if you would like further details.
In order to safeguard pupils, all volunteers are required to undergo a DBS check and
sign code of conduct forms.

Parental Consent Forms
Some learning activities require parental consent. The parental consent form(s)
enclosed will cover the duration of your child’s education at Haselbury Plucknett First
School from this year onwards. Please let us know of any changes.
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Governors of Haselbury and Merriott Federation
Being a School Governor is a rewarding and effective way of making a voluntary
contribution to the success of our school.
The School Governing Body is responsible for working strategically with the head
teacher to ensure a good quality of education for all pupils. The governors make key
decisions that directly affect the course of the school and can really make a
difference in improving standards.
Governors usually serve a four-year term on the Governing Body.
Federated board of Governors between Haselbury and Merriott First School has 12
members. It comprises of:
2 Parent Governors
2 Staff Governors (including the Executive Headteacher)
1 LA Governor (nominated by Somerset Local Authority)
5 Co-opted Governors (Appointed by the federated governing body)
2 Foundation Governors (Appointed by the Diocese Education Board)
The current details of who serves on the Governing board and their roles can be
found on the school website.
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‘Friends’ of Haselbury Plucknett First School
Haselbury Plucknett First School has a thriving PTA, known as 'Friends'. This
membership is open to all parents, teachers and friends of the school.
The objectives of the organisation are both social and financial. As a Parent or Carer
of a child at Haselbury Plucknett First School you are automatically a member of the
‘Friends’. Everyone is welcome to join the Committee, to attend the AGM or to
volunteer and help out with events and fundraising. Any support, contributions and
suggestions are very welcome.
Becoming involved with the ‘Friends’ is not only a great way to help your child’s school,
but is also a brilliant way of getting to know parents and staff!
Over the years the Committee has organised a number of highly enjoyable social and
fund-raising events, which have enabled the school to purchase items such as iPads
and outdoor play equipment.
If you have any questions concerning ‘Friends’ please feel free to contact our Chair,
through the school office.
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School Policies and Procedures
At Haselbury Plucknett First School we strive to ensure the best outcomes for all
children. Part of this is to apply a fair set of guidelines for all to follow. As with all
schools, we use written policies approved by the Governors to guide our delivery and
enforce consistency. For up-to-date policy documents, see the school website or
contact the school office.

Charging
There are no compulsory charges for the usual curricular activities at the school.
For some activities, such as school trips, the school may have to ask for voluntary
financial contributions in order for the activity to take place. However, no child will
be excluded from an activity if a voluntary contribution has not been made.
A charge will be made for Breakfast Club and for some After-School Activities to
cover costs. Please refer to our Charging and Remissions Policy on the school website.

Severe Weather Conditions
Every effort is made to enable the school to open at all times.
If you anticipate difficulties collecting your children later in the day due to weather
conditions, please come early and collect your children from school or telephone us to
let us know what arrangements to make.
The Head, Senior Staff or other authorised people will remain at school until parents
have safely collected all children.


If the decision is made not to open school as a result of deteriorating
conditions overnight, a notice will be put up outside school as early as
possible to tell you school is closed. We will also make every attempt to
post a message on our website and our facebook page.

Please listen to local radio or, refer online to the Somerset Learning Platform for
details of school closures (search for Somerset County School Notifications).
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Smoking
We are a SMOKE-FREE school and there is no smoking allowed at any time
anywhere on school property including e-cigarettes and vaporisers.

Parental Concerns
Haselbury Plucknett First School firmly believes the educating of your child is a
partnership between school and home. We encourage all parents to approach the
school if they have any enquiries or comments about their child’s education or care of
their child or about any school policies or procedures. We ask all parents to discuss
their concerns with the Class Teacher first wherever possible. Where this is not
possible, parents should bring their concern to the attention of the Headteacher or
Deputy Headteacher. A copy of our complaints procedure can be obtained from the
School Office or from the website.

Admissions
We are always pleased to show prospective parents and pupils around our school.
Please ring the school office to make an appointment.
As a Voluntary Controlled School, the local authority (Somerset County Council) is
responsible for admissions to the school and each year. It sets an admission number
and parents are invited to apply for places using their agreed application process.
If you decide that you would like to apply for a place at our school then please obtain
an application form by contacting Somerset Admissions through Somerset County
Council - Tel 0300 123 2224 or www.somerset.gov.uk. The school office is more than
happy to deal with any admission queries.
Contacting the School
The School Office is open from Monday to Friday from 8.45am to 3.30pm.
In the event that there is no-one in the office there is an answer machine that is
checked regularly.
Telephone Number 01460 72833
E-Mail: haselburyplucknettschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk
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Attendance
Regular school attendance and punctuality is vital if a child is to take full
advantage of the educational opportunities available in school.
If your child is absent from school for any reason it is important that you inform
the school office before 9.15am. If your child has had sickness or diarrhoea, we
would ask that they do not return to school until 48 hours has passed from the
last occurrence of sickness/diarrhoea.
Holidays should not be taken during term time and parents wishing to request
absence during term time will be asked to complete a form which is available
from the school office.
We regularly monitor individual attendance in line with Local Authority guidance
to maintain as high a level of attendance as possible. We also receive termly
visits from our Local Authority Education Welfare Officer who reviews all
children with attendance below 95%, the expected level of attendance for your
child as set by the Local Authority.
Our register closes at 9.15am and children who are persistently late are also
notified to the Educational Attendance Officer.

And Finally...
We hope you find this information useful. Questions and comments are always
welcome. Every care has been taken to ensure that the information in this
brochure was correct at the time of its production.
Please use our website at www.haselburyplucknettschool.co.uk to keep up to date.
This document is also available electronically to help with accessibility. We can
translate it into different languages on request.
For those without internet access, the school office is able to provide printed
versions of documents advertised as available online.
Please contact the office should you wish to talk with a member of staff to
discuss the details in this prospectus.
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Haselbury Plucknett Pre-School

Haselbury Plucknett offers high quality Early Years education and care for children
from 2 to 5 years old.
Our preschool occupies a light, spacious building, and is lucky enough to benefit from
a large covered ‘all weather’ area as well as having a garden and grassed area. We are
also able to use the school playground and field.
We are open Monday-Friday, from 9am to 3pm, term time only. We also offer the
government funded 30 hours provision to all eligible families.

We run a free toddler ‘Stay and Play’ session every Friday during term time from
9am-10.30am. All welcome. Drinks and snacks provided.

Please see our Pre-school Prospectus or contact the office for more information: 01460
72833

